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negotiations for some time to come, and, as indicated above, we will want 

to sound out Soviet attitudes before publicly commenting on the verification 

issue. 

Accordingly, we initially should not volunteer statements to the press 

concerning means of verification of a strategic arms limitation agreement. 

Our st(JJldard.response to press inquiries should be that lithe problem of 

verification is a matter currently under negotiation with the Soviet Union." 

.. Eventually, however, information concerning our negotiating position 

will probably leak to the press. At this stage, we should be prepared to 

acknowledge that "the United States is prepared to place maximum reliance-

on national means of verification." If, by this time, it is clear that no 

adverse Soviet reaction would be expected, we should also acknowledge that 

"national means" includes the use of sate llitc photography. 

Any public statements by United States officials on this subject 
, "",.", ·'.I.J· 

�S�~�o�u�1�d� foliow the same guidel·ines set forth above for the press. 

CONCLUSIONS 

The Committee recommends the following: 

1. That the fact the United States is conducting operations of 

observation satellites be classified as "UNCLASSI FlED". I f this recommenda-

tion is accepted, the present report should be downgraded to a classification 

of "TOP SECRET" in order to faciIi tate its use as an instruction to our 

Delegation-in the strategic arms limitation talks and to Government spokesmen. 
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2. That the present classification system remain in effect in regard 

to the acquired intelligence, capabilities, and operations of observation 

satellites. 

3. That the Delegation explain to the Soviets th~t we understand 

"national means of verification" 'to include the use of observation satollites 

but avoid a more complete definition of the term. At the same time, the 

Delegation shoulq avoid disclosing information which .would reveal the full 

capabilities of pur observation satellites. 

4. That the Delegation, while avoiding a confr~ntation. establish a 

negotiating history to the effect that our willingnes~ to conclude an agree-

ment of the type contemplated is based on the assumption that one side will 

not impede the operation of the other's observation satellites. The Delega-

tion should emphasize that any such effort by one side which significantly inter~ 

feres with the other's verification capability would give the latter grounds 

for withdrawal from theagreemen t • 

5. That we initially inform NATO only in general terms of our 

negotiating position on verification. Further disclosure will be necessary 

as th~ talks progress. 

6. That key members of Congress be given a briefing on our position 

on' verification and our capabilities for verifying the proposed agreement 

through national means. They should be advised not to divulge publicly the 

information until soundings with the Soviets indicate that this is advisable. 

7. That we initially maintain as discreet a position as possible in 

response to pross inquiries and in puhlic statements hy Unitod States officials. 
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Our initial standard response, or statlHflCnt, :;hould bo that "the problem of 

verification is a mattor currently under negotiation with the Soviet Union". 

Eventually, we should be prepared to acknowledge that "the United States is 

prepared to place maximum reliance on national means of verification," and 

that such means includes the use of satellite photpgraphy. 
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